222             FRONTIER AND OVERSEAS EXPEDITIONS FROM INDIA.

relief. General Low, however, made the best use of the very limit-
ed means at his disposal, and made a complete success of both
operations.

1       Salin was situated about ten miles from the banks of the
Irrawaddy, on an alluvial plain, and was one of the many old walled
towns which are to be found dotted about the country.    It was about
1,100 yards long by 650 broad, but the walls, which must originally
have been about twenty feet high and twenty-five feet thick, were
old and in several places broken down.    On the north-eastern and
southern sides thickly populated suburbs had sprung up, extending
from one to two miles.    At the time when the town was occu-
pied by   a  detachment of the field   force   the numerous trees
and luxuriant vegetation in these suburbs formed a dense  jungle
up to its very walls. The object of Ottama Hpongyi was to burn the
old city inside the walls, as Boh Shwe had promised to ally himself
with him if he succeeded in doing so.    The small garrison of fifty-
three rifles, Liverpool Regiment, and eighty-three rifles, 2nd Bengal
Infantry, lined the old walls as far as possible and devoted them-
selves to keeping the dacoits out; a few dacoits did once effect
an entrance  through a  gap,  but they  were all  captured.    The
jungle and trees of the suburbs were so dense that no signalling
could be established, and out of the four Burmese messengers who
were slipped over the walls during the nights, only one escaped
with his message.    The dacoits were able to keep out of sight so
close up to the walls that, when the detachment of the Hampshire
Regiment came to the relief,  Captain Atkinson  was shot forty
yards from the walls by a jingal in position between himself and
the besieged garrison.    The siege had lasted three clays.    As soon
as the garrison was relieved all the troops turned out and drove ofi
the enemy, inflicting severe loss on them ; but no accurate estimate
of their casualties could be obtained, as they carried as many as
they could away in carts.

Another great difficulty which presented itself at Minbu at
this time was the disposal of the sick. The allowance for the station
hospital was only eighteen beds, and now there were 119 European
and 211 native soldiers sick, besides sixty-nine followers. The pre-
vious long lists of sick had almost exhausted the stock of medicine,
and tried the powers ol the very limited hospital stafi to the